Bitesize History - People

The HARVEYS of Castle Sewmple

M ulike the previous owners they were vot from a landed gentry family,
Their story begins with Johm Harvey, schoolmaster at Widmar for fifty-
seveu \ears, was born at Kintore in 1640 and died in 1767, His sous
(Alexander, Jolhn, Robert) acquired large fortuves in Antioua and Grenada.,
The three brothers divided their wealth among a wide range of

relatives. To ensure the cowtinnity of the family vame, there were
stipulations on at least some of the gifts +o adopt the name Harvey.
Their sister Elizabeth benefitted the most from her brothers. Two of her
brothers died ummarried and the son of her third brother sold his
mheritance +o his uncle Robert who had acquired the estates of his
deceased brother. OnRoberts deathh in 1791 the estates were divided
between Elizabetih’s son JohmRae from her first marriage and Robert
Farauhar her son from her second marriage to Alexander Farqunar. Ow his
mheritance Johm Rae became Joln Harvey and purchased Castle Semple in
1912,

| He had three
| children, James,
| Margaret and
| Elizabeth who
| married the Earl
of Buchan and
had a danghter
d Tlizabeth. James
W dicd young and
Wargaret
| herited the bulk
o of the Scottish
estates m1620.
She married James Lee and had three sow’s +wo of whom died without
issue and two dauglhters. Her third son, Henry Lee Harvey (1623-19%2)
married his consin Elizabeth in 1255 and inherited Castle Semple in 1B72.
Sadly, their ouly child, Alice (1B621DH1), died aged nive and the graves of




Henry, Elizabeth and Alice are side by side at the entravce to the Collegiate
Charch.

The estate passed +o a vephew, James Widdrington Shand, in 1893, the
son of Henry's sister Margaret (18251%77F) who had married her second
cousin Charles Farduhar Shand (112-19249) who was the son of Robert
Farguhar wewtioned above. T+ was quite common for consins to wmarry at
this time. Charles was Chief Justice of Mauritins v 1260, died v 1269 and
Is buried v the Collegiate Church,

James was living on the family sugar plantations in Mauritins at the time
of his inheritaunce. Like islands in the West Tudies, the Wanritian econowmy
was dependent on sugar plantations. Whew the slave trade with Africa was
abolished, prosperity continued v WManritins, using indentured labourers who
came mainly from India,

For the Harveys, the good times were not to last. Nothing is documented,
but by the early years of the new century, the family became penniless
allegedly due +o Wir Harvey's gambling habits. His son (Shand) was
interviewed on Bt WMarch 1467 and says his father lost a lot of money due
to a cyclone i Wanritins, He says his father had +o find £50,000 which v
today's money would be several willion pounds. The estate was put on the
market in 1909, Apparently, the Natiowal Trust Company (which had been
formed i 12A5) was interested in purchasivg it for opev comntry o create
a park. Seventy years later it did become part of the Clyde WMuirshiel
Regional Park. Utimately the estate was taken over by the Department of
Agriculture for Scotland in a sale dated 11th Angust 1437 and broken

up nto small holdings for farming. The area around the old mavsion became
overgrown and the house was burnt out in 1424 and the shell was fivally
demolished in the 1A60s.
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